
FIG. 1 


24 



Graphical User 
Interface 


18 


Local Listing 
Server 
Module 



11°]®— 


26 



Network 

Communication 

Module 


Classification 
Data Structure 


Locality Data 
Structure 



FIG. 2 


Classifi- 
cation 
Data 
Structure 
Window 

Keyword Search Window 

Search/Browse Results Window 

Locality 

Data 
Structure 
Window 

Local Listings Window 


Commands/Status Window 


35 


Payment Information 


FIG. 3 


Locality Data 
Structure 


56 


32 


7 



54B 


Classification 
Data Structure 



54C 


54D 


54E 



Classification 
Index 




Listings 
Database 



52A 


52 


User 
Database 


50 


26A 


Network 
^^Communication 
Module 


Central 
Search Server 
Software 
Module 


48 


FIG. 4 



FIG. 5 


19 V 19Av 19B 


60 


m 
m 

-.if 

Q 

w 
h 

5*. 

a 


NIC 
Database 


61 


1^. 


istributed Search 
Server 
Software 
Module 


FIG. 6 



FIG. 7 


START 


200 


210 


PROVIDE USER 
INTERFACE 


DOWNLOAD 
CLASSIFICATION 
DATA 



ACCEPT LISTING 
INFORMATION 



STORE 

inform; 

DATA 

LISTING 
\TI0N IN 
BASE 


I 


218 


forward LISTING 
INFORMATION TO 
SEARCH SERVER 


START 


240 


240 


PROVIDE SEARCH 
QUERY 


241 


IDENTIFY SEARCH 
SERVERS 


242 


FORWARD SEARCH 
QUERY 


-244 


RECEIVE SEARCH 
RESULTS 


246 


COMBINE SEARCH 
RESULTS 


250 


START 


252 


INITIALIZE SEARCH 
SERVER 


254 


256- 


258- 


260- 


IDENTIFY LOCAL 
LISTING SERVERS 
IN COVERAGE AREA 


SEND MESSAGE TO 
LOCAL LISTING 
SERVERS 


RECEIVE LISTINGS 

FROM LOCAL 
LISTING SERVERS 


INDEX LISTINGS 


FIG. 8A 


FIG. SB 


FIG. 8C 


